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❖H2020 programme
▪ Topic SFS-29-2017 ‘Socio-eco-economics – socio-economics in 

ecological approaches

▪ 4 year project: May 2018 – April 2022

▪ 17 teams (including 15 scientific teams), 13 countries

❖Objective of the project
▪Understand the socio-economic and policy drivers of the 

development of ecological approaches to farming 

▪Assess the performance and sustainability (economic, 
environmental, social) of such approaches

▪ Taking into account different farming systems at different scales 
(farm, farm-group and territorial scales)
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Ecological farming in LIFT
❖Whole continuum of farming approaches, from the most conventional to 

the most ecological

▪ Existing nomenclatures + additional types, identified with various criteria

▪ Elaboration of a typology protocol: a set of rules (practices, thresholds)

❖Applied on two sets of data

▪ EU Farm Accountancy Data Network (FADN)

▪ Specific survey in LIFT: 1,600 farmers across 12 EU countries
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Structure of work

Establishing the farm 
typology

Identifying the determinants 
of the adoption of ecological 

approaches

Comparing the performance 
and sustainability at:

Farm level  & Territories

Integration of levels and 
sustainability dimensions
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collected 
from LIFT 
survey to 
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farmers

Choice 
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Qualitative 
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Stakeholders
- Annual 

workshops with 
local stakeholders 
in 24 regions

- Collecting their 
opinions on 
specific issues 
with e.g. Delphi 
method

- Co-designing e.g. 
typology-tool 
(allocation of 
farms to specific 
ecological types)
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Outputs
❖First results will be out in July 2021

▪Drivers of adoption along the value chain: farmers’ attitudes and 
socio characteristics; cooperation among farmers (e.g. machinery); 
production contracts; consumers

▪ Compared performance of ecological types: techno-economic, 
environmental, farm working conditions, farm employment

❖Further deliverables end of 2021 to Spring 2022
▪ Territorial impacts of the development of ecological farming

▪New policy measures (collective bonus, cooperation)

❖Free tools co-designed with stakeholders
▪ Typology-tool: to assign farms to a specific ecological type, based 

on the typology protocol developed in LIFT

▪Adoption-tool: to project the development of ecological agriculture 
in a region, based on the drivers identified in LIFT
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