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Multi-Actor Approach

The Multi-Actor Approach is a mechanism adopted by the European
Commission’s strategy for EU agricultural research and innovation!. The
aim is to ‘boost demand-driven innovation and the implementation of mulEERRERC -
research, creating synergies between EU policies’, and increase impacts *
through process of genuine co-creation of knowledge.

H2020 UNISECO Project Partners, European.Commission
and Project Advisory Group, Venice, November 2018 :

The Multi-Actor Approach requires
projects to focus on real problems or
opportunities for farmers, foresters or

Introduction

The challenges of producing enough food and
biomass while preserving soil, water and
biodiversity cannot be solved only by
dominant types of conventional agriculture.
Agro-ecological approaches and eco-
functional intensification are fundamental for
sustainable food production in the future.

other actors in value chains who need a Fizure L Euronean Commission Guide to

Horizon 2020 multi-actor projects.

solution (“end-users”)?.

The Multi-Actor Platforms
(MAPs) will enable ongoing
involvement and two-way
exchange of ideas for co-
learning and co-creation of
knowledge with actors at
European and local levels3.
MAPs are a core part of the
transdisciplinary approach

However, the provision of public goods
together with market or private goods is not
in balance and frequently not sustainable at
farm or farm systems levels. The dilemma is
how to produce public goods whilst having
viable production of private goods, securing
economic and social sustainability at a farm

level which is not overly dependent on public L . .
funds. This  dilemma  has  specific Transdisciplinary Multi-Actor Platforms in UNISECO

Figure 3. Translation of research into practice: Potatoes in
Figure 2. EIP-AGRI (2017). Horizon 2020 multi-actor projects. Of U N IS ECO- Practice, James Hutton Institute, Dundee, UK, August 2015.
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Forming the MAPs required criteria for membership, and establishing principles and processes of
operation taking account of methods used, equitability, rights of participation, and purpose of
research activity, including contemporary and emerging ethical issues.

 improved methods to assess sustainability
of agro-ecological approaches

co-constructed mechanisms and policy
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revising  environmental, social and
economic policies

Figure 5. Criteria for selecting members of the Multi-Actor Platforms Figure 6. Principles for operating the Multi-Actor Platforms

More information about the project is available at www.uniseco-

Next Steps

Develop guidance for research projects working with Multi-Actor Platforms

project.eu
Follow us on Twitter at: https://twitter.com/ProjectUniseco " Co-develop the concept and implementation of Multi-Actor Platforms with the community of
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